Why rents are
out of control

Mr. Governor, Thank
you for meeting
with us.

I think you understand
our plight as landlords.
We're making outrageous
profits, but I'm not sure
how much longer we can
maintain at these levels....

We need to be making
OBSCENE profits.

by Mario Mazzoni

As you can see by this chart,
our profits have been
growing at ridiculous rates.

But these profits have
barely kept pace with the
tremendous rise in our levels
of greed and unrealistic
expectations.

Unless we get rid of the
remaining tenant protection
laws, we’re headed towards
a future where landlords
are making merely
astronomical profits.

Landlords are counting
on you, Mr. Governor, to
make sure that we do
much better Than this.

Profit

more!
more!
Once last
upon year
a time

And what
is this?

it shows
what we call
the P to PC ratio
- the ratio of
our Profits to
our political
Contributions.

this
year

Mr. Governor, what's that
behind your ear?

I’ve pledged to do things
for tenants throughout my
entire political career.
All of my
campaigns
have been
built on
making
promises to
preserve and
create
affordable
housing.

Greetings,
tenants.
Before we start
this meeting, let
me remind you
that I’m the
strongest
supporter of
tenants' rights
and affordable
housing that
you’ll find in
government.

Ah, yes. There are the checks
I wrote to your re-election
fund... and to the nonprofit
group to end corruption in
government, run by your
former business partner.
I've been looking for
those everywhere.

I come from a family of
politicians who made these
same promises when they ran
for office, and I am proud
to inherit their legacy.
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Even in this cynical political climate, I remember how I
made it to this office. I started small, but one-by-one
I outpromised every candidate when it came to fixing
our affordable housing crisis.
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We’re a citywide
coaltion of groups.
our campaign is called
"Fair Rents for All...”

Later that day...
Mr. Governor,
it’s time for
your meeting
with the
tenants’ rights
groups.

I have decades of experience
making promises at every
level of government that if I
win the next election, I will
enact long-needed reforms
to our housing policies.
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Whoa!
Let me stop you right
there.

So - what
do you call
your group?

FOUR
MORE
ES!
PROMIS

You know that I’m on the
right side of these issues,
but just listen to that
name. It shows you’re
completely unreasonable.

Politics is about compromise
and restraint. “Fair Rents” is
such a radical position.
And “For all”? have you
researched what percentage
of the population that
includes? it sounds like a lot!
maybe into the
double digits.

Do we even know if all those
people supported my
campaign?

If you want an inspiring
slogan, let me suggest:
“SLIGHTLY less outrageous
rents for a lucky few”. That’s
a bargaining position you can
start from. You’ll need a
well-developed list of
concessions
and givebacks,
but i’ll have
my housing
commissioner
help you
with that.

Now, on to priorities. We
can’t pass any legislation in
this political climate, of
course. But there’s another
election coming up soon,
and I need to know, in
terms of the issues, what is
it that you want me to
promise you this year?

We have a platform
of legislation to
fix our rent laws,
Mr. Governor.

I want fresh ideas. I’m not
going to look backward and
recycle old promises that I
made in the past. My campaign
for re-re-election
will be all about change.

If you want to
know a secret,
I’ve already
gotten
landlords to
agree to a
compromise.

I’m already very familiar
with that document. I had an
intern skim and summarize
it to me before
today’s meeting.
It seems like
these are the
same things
you’ve been
fighting for
year after
year.

I think I’ve already
promised you those
things before - in fact, I’m
almost sure that I have.

The deal is: no regulation, no rights for tenants, no rent
limits. But landlords will support a new rent subsidy program.
they don’t care
whether it’s the
government or the
tenant who pays,
as long as the
rent can go as
high as they want.
There’s no money whatsoever in the budget for the program,
but it shows me that landlords are reasonable and willing
to compromise. I need the same from tenants.

Mr. Governor, rents have
been skyrocketing for years,
especially since loopholes
were created that allow
landlords to deregulate
apartments. What we really
need are stronger rent
regulation laws.

My economic philosohpy
is not based on regulating
businesses. I believe that
we can solve all problems
with free markets,
incentives for corporations,
and political rhetoric.

Last year, I passed a tax break for any developer of
luxury housing who agreed to put a sign that said
“affordable housing” on the side of their buildings.
ThE bill has already
resulted in the
creation of hundreds
of new signs calling
for affordable
housing to be built
somewhere else.
By the end of my next term, my administration will have
created more signs supporting the concept of affordable
housing than any of my predecessors.

I’ve given housing subsidies
to minority groups who were
once ineligible, such as
billionares. The notion of
“affordable housing” has
evolved and become more
inclusive than ever before.
today the term
is almost
meaningless.

but attempts by radicals
to define the term
“affordable housing” and
give it meaning are
undermining efforts to
create more of it!

I will write legislation guaranteeing that all housing,
no matter its price, has fair and equal access
to the word “affordable”. I will call it the

Use of the Term
"Affordable Housing"

If anyone is able
to afford the housing,
it’s affordable!

My plan to dramatically
expand our affordable
housing stock is sweeping
but simple: ban all
restrictions on what the
word “affordable” can mean.

This will all be a hard sell, but together we can do it.
If you help me get elected, next year - or maybe the year
after that - I might be able to make even bigger promises
than ever before about what I’d like to someday do
to really fix our housing crisis.

Anti-Discrimination

Act!

What just happened?

Later...

Don’t Worry...
Landlords will be
taken care of
again this year.
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Thank you for coming to this
meeting. we’re out of time.

